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EX PARTE OR LATE ~II..E,)

Re: Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service,
CC Docket No. 96-45 ~

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of Western Wireless Corporation ("Western Wireless"), I am
writing to notify you of two ex parte presentations regarding the proceeding referred
to above.

Yesterday, Gene DeJordy, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, Western
Wireless; Joseph Red Cloud, Economic Development Specialist, Office of Economic
Development, Oglala Sioux Tribe, and my colleague Michele Farquhar representing
Western Wireless, met with Katherine Schroder, Chief, Accounting Policy Division,
Common Carrier Bureau (APD/CCB); Anita Cheng, Assistant Chief, APD/CCB;
Gene Fullano, Mark Nadel, and Richard Smith of the APD/CCB staff; Geoff
Blackwell of the Office of Communications Business Opportunities; and Margaret
Egler, Associate Bureau Chief, Consumer Information Bureau.

Today, Mr. DeJordy, Mr. Red Cloud, Ms. Farquhar and I met with
Dorothy Attwood, Chief, Common Carrier Bureau ("CCB"); Carol Mattey, Deputy
Chief, CCB; Ellen Blackler, Special Assistant to the Chief, CCB; and Jack Zinman,
Counsel to the Chief, CCB.

The meetings discussed the Tate Woglaka Agreement between
Western Wireless and the Oglala Sioux Tribe, under which Western Wireless
recently began providing universal service on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota, and Western Wireless' plans to obtain eligible telecommunications carrier
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Chief, CCB; Ellen Blackler, Special Assistant to the Chief, CCB; and Jack Zinman,
Counsel to the Chief, CCE.

The meetings discussed the Tate Woglaka Agreement between
Western Wireless and the Oglala Sioux Tribe, under which Western Wireless
recently began providing universal service on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota, and Western Wireless' plans to obtain eligible telecommunications carrier
designation for that offering. The attached materials were distributed at the
meetings.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Respectfully submitted,

David L. Sieradzki
Counsel for Western Wireless Corporation

Enclosures

cc: Dorothy Attwood
Carol Mattey
Ellen Blackler
Jack Zinman
Katherine Schroder
Anita Cheng
Gene Fullano
Mark Nadel
Richard Smith
Geoff Blackwell
Margaret Egler
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THE TATE WOGLAKA SERVICE AGREEMENT

Western Wireless Corporation ("Western Wireless") and the Oglala Sioux Tribe ("OST")
recently entered into the Tate Woglaka ("Talking Wind") Service Agreement for the provision of
wireless local loop telephone service on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.
Given the cost of providing an affordable telephone service on the Pine Ridge Reservation - a
rural, high cost area - the agreement contemplates that Western Wireless will obtain Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") status and gain access to universal service support.

Service Offerine

OST played a significant role in developing the Telecommunications Services Plan for the Pine Ridge
Reservation and will continue to do so. The service includes:

• All of the services and functionalities included in the federal definition of universal service. plus
unlimited local usage

• Access to a Local Emergency Service Provider on the Reservation
• Minimum or no installation costs
• An expanded local calling area, including the entire Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and

surrounding areas as well as Rapid City, S.D. (approximately 100 miles from the Reservation)
• Long Distance Service, Prepaid Services, Enhanced Services, Advanced Telecommunication

Services Capability
• 24-Hour Customer Service

• $14.99 monthly for basic service
• $0.15 per minute for long distance service (subject to review every six months)
• Competitive monthly service rates for enhanced services
• Wireless Local Loop Equipment provided at no charge or at a nominal monthly fee

A Cooperative Undertakine

The Service Agreement embodies the results of a truly joint effort by Western Wireless and the Oglala
Sioux Tribe. The Agreement will be implemented and enforced under OST jurisdiction.

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

Western Wireless will operate and maintain the wireless backbone network
Western Wireless will hire tribal members for sales support, training, and system maintenance,
until the Tribe, itself, takes over this function
OST will operate and maintain the customer side of the network
OST will advertise and sell service on the Reservation
OST will receive fees for installation and all customer service related to installation and
maintenance
OST will receive leasing fees for the wireless sites on the Pine Ridge Reservation
OST will also receive fees generated from the wireless local loop telephone service offering

The Agreement contemplates that OST may not be in a position to assume all responsibilities at the time
of sIgnmg. Therefore, it provides for Western Wireless to initially provide all functions while
SImultaneously training OST members so they can quickly assume their responsibilities.
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-Commemorative C1TocCamation-
lionoriTtiJ tlie

crate WogCak..a Service Jlgreement

This commemorative proclamation symbolizes the historic significance of the special relationship forged between
Western Wireless Corporation and the Oglala Sioux Tribe while striving to reach the common goal of bringing
affordable telecommunications services to all residents of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

'rtVJf1E~)t5, the Oglala Sioux Tribe is a sovereign political entity that governs certain real property located in
Shannon, Jackson, and Bennett Counties, South Dakota, commonly referred to as and within the original exterior
boundaries of the Pine Ridge Reservation as more specifically described in the Constitution and Bylaws of the Oglala
Sioux Tribe;

'rtVJf1E(}(!£)t5, Western Wireless is a wireless telecommunication service provider with cellular licenses issued by the
Federal Communications Commission covering more than 85 Indian Reservations and Native American communities,
including the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation;

'rtVJf1E~)t5, Western Wireless and the Oglala Sioux Tribe have established a joint undertaking, subject to the
jurisdiction of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, to develop telecommunications infrastructure on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation capable of serving the universal service needs of the residents of the Reservation, including access to
emergency services, and the evolving telecommunications needs of the Reservation, such as access to advanced
telecommunications services;

'rtVJf1E~)t5, Western Wireless and the Oglala Sioux Tribe recognize that it is a policy of the federal government to
ensure that all Americans, including Native Americans, have access to telecommunications services necessary for
political, economic and social development; and

JVOt1), TJlP.~PfYR.SE, Western Wireless and the Oglala Sioux Tribe recognize this Commemorative Proclamation at
the Senate Indian Affairs Committee Hearing Room in the Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. on
December 13, 2000, before the witnesses identified herein to celebrate the significance of the Tate Woglaka Service
Agreement to the Oglala Lakota people.

rDufy Si£JneaeEy:

Mikal Thomsen, President
Western Wireless Corporation

rDufy 'VVitnesseaeEy:

The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman

Federal Communications Committee

rDufy Si£JneaeEy:

Garry Janis
Tribal Council Member, The Oglala Sioux Tribe

Vufy 11ttnessea\By:



The Voice of Native Americans

"[We] want the option of having a Western Wireless closed loop wireless system for the
160,000 acres of our reservation. We have seen and have studied what Western
\\Tireless did for Regent, North Dakota and we want the same." Comments made to
the FCC by the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation, September 2000

"[T]he Crow Tribe enthusiastically supports Western Wireless' efforts to provide
affordable wireless telecommunications and an expanded local calling area to the Crow
Reservation. [We] believe that wireless technology will provide much needed and long
awaited affordable telephone coverage to many of its tribal members who have gone
without telephones in their homes for decades. Currently, many tribal households
simply cannot afford telephone services through the local carriers due to the limited
local calling area. The fact that Tribal members incur unwanted long distance charges
for making personal and business calls to others within their own Reservation, and
beyond, makes it cost prohibitive for them to own a telephone. The anticipated
introduction of wireless services through Western Wireless will provide the much
need[ed] competition that is missing from our Reservation." Comments made to the
FCC by the Crow Tribal Council, September 2000

"Our reservation has enacted measures to insure that all our people are connected.
This begins with our 'choice' of service [and] making this choice is our sovereign right.
vVe have explored the market and considered ideas, which would best suit our
reservation telecommunications needs. We have determined wireless to be our best
option." Comments made to the FCC by the Assiniboine and Gros Ventre Tribes
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community of Montana, September 2000

"[Our] planned agreement with Western Wireless for the provision of wireless local loop
telephone service promises to bring affordable telephone service to all residents that
want such service - an option that is not available to our residents today." Comments
made to the FCC by the Oglala Sioux Tribe of South Dakota, September 2000

When a tornado flattened much of Oglala in 1999, "Western Wireless put up a
temporary tower and never charged anybody. I figured a company that did something
like that is worth looking into." Remarks of Joe RedCloud, Member of the Pine
Ridge Sioux Tribe, Quoted in '~ Higher Calling," The Net Economy, Dec. 4, 2000



Pme Ridge

"We are Lakota and we have much to offer.

Our children need a better future. We will not remain

as we are. It is not as the Great $pirit would have us be.

Our future is not as a welfare nation. Together,

our vislon and unity will result in our renewal ond

our mOking a contribution to the world."

-Michael little Boy; Porcupine. South Dakota, 1997

•pIne
Rid~e .
ReseruatIon
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THE OGLALA PEOPLE

In soutbwest South Dakota, on the Nebraska border, the
Oglala, the largest tribal group in the Lakota Nation, live on a
reservation called Pine Ridge. Located in Shannon County, it
is the poorest county in the United States. Of the thirty
thousand Oglala people on the reservation, almost two-thirds
are homeless or are living in housing that is unsuitable for
human habitation. Often, ten to twenty people (two to three
families) coexist in a small three bedroom HUD house.
Outhouses, pump water, wood-burning stoves are a way of
life. For hundreds of families a shower or bath is a bucket
brought in the house and heated on a wood stove. The impact
of sub-standard housing and 85 percent unemployment is a
life span twenty years shorter than the national average, and
an epidemics of tuberculosis and diabetes. There is an
appalling lack of fresh fruit and vegetables, no public
transportation and no recreational facilities, not even a movie
theatre.

What these conditions create is despair. For many it's "giving
up." For most, it's eight generations of chronic welfare.

The Human Cost



Pme Ridge

'We did not ask you white men

to come here. The Great Spirit gave

us this country as a home.

You hod yours.'

-Crazy Horse

Page:2 of 5

Total population on the Pine Ridge Reservation is
thirty thousand.

Percentage of sub-standard homes: 40 percent

Infant mortality three times the national average

Six-hundred-eighty times more tuberculosis than in
the general population

The highest rate of alcoholism in this country

Twice the national norms of diabetes

Average spent per person for health care is one-half of
what is spent for health care nationally

One-fifth of the homes lack indoor plumbing

One-fifth of the houses lack telephone

Lack of a well-balanced diet

Estimated seventeen individuals in one family home

No public transportation

No industry

A lack of stores to purchase furniture, appliances,
clothes, shoes, auto parts, lumber, school supplies

Lack of recreational facilities-no movie theater

A life span twenty years less than the national average.

From The Magazine ,Sept 18, 1995 and a local tribal
college study, 1995

THE SCHOOLS

The schools on the Pine Ridge are spread out over the entire
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thirty-two hundred square mile reservation. More than three­
quarters of the children attending Pine Ridge schools tra\·ello
and from school by bus. These children live in isolated
clusters of homes or on plots ofland miles from their nearest
neighbor, land that has been owned by their families for many
decades. In winter, when the temperature often reaches sixty
degrees below zero with wind chill, children may not even be
able to get to the bus stop from their home. Many of the dirt
roads are only passable by four-wheel drive vehicles. a luxury
affordable by very few Oglala families.

The schools on the Pine Ridge Reservation have a more
varied role than those in most non-reservation communities.
In addition to educating children:

The schools may provide the main or only meals for
the children

Schools, such as Loneman School in Oglala, also
provide meals for impoverished families and the elderly

The school locker room showers may be the only place
for the student to bathe

For the child living in a dilapidated log house or
mobile home, the school provides warmth and dryness
during rainstorms or the harsh South Dakota winter

Dormitories at the OeS-Pine Ridge School are
available to students who reside so far out in the
country that the daily bus ride is too long

The dormitories are also available to children living in
seriously sub-standard housing -

A visit to the school nurses office is often the only
opportunity for the student to receive medical care

The school is often the only place for the child to learn
about the Oglala Lakota culture

The school dorm becomes home for abused and
neglected children.

Today, reservation schools offer a pathway out of poverty, but
this pathway has its obstacles. Housing for teachers is in short
supply. Non-native and non-Lakota teachers often experience
a sense of isolation from their own family, friends and
culture. The Pine Ridge schools, like so many non-native
schools throughout the country, are constrained by meager
and inadequate funds. Arts programs are often the first
casualt!es. Of the 5,577 students on the Pine Ridge,
~pproxlmately 3,030 students do not receive any instruction
In arts education. This is a tragedy when one considers, or has
been exposed to, the rich artistic heritage of the Oglala
culture. The Hecel Oyakapi will provide a solution to this
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problem.

CHALLENGES FACING PINE RIDGE SCHOOLS

From a 1993 Bureau ofIndian Affairs study on Indian
education:

Pine Ridge Schools are in the bottom 10 percent of
school funding by U.S. Department of Education and
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Teacher turnover is eight times higher than the
national average

A poll of 500 seventh and eighth graders resulted in
460 stating that they saw little or no career
opportunities on Pine Ridge

The dropout rate is the highest in the nation

Severe reservation poverty impacts the students'
ability to learn

Multiple generations of forced welfare dependency
shrinks the child's vision of a career and the value of
education

Psychological services to provide treatment for
emotionally troubled students is almost non-existent.

THE STUDENTS

Every year on the Pine Ridge Reservation, over 50 percent of
American Indian youth drop out of middle and high school.
Of the 250 who enter the ninth grade in Pine Ridge, only five
graduate. Many of those never return to school. These young
people face an assault on their cultural heritage. Many Oglala
children arrive at school undernourished, fatigued and
emotionally troubled because of their home life.
Homelessness, poverty, gang infiltration in their schools and
neighborhoods and insufficient parental guidance make a
euphemism of the designation "at-risk." In addition to losing
their cultural identity, these children are forced into a
dependency upon a familiar welfare system, the environment
in which they grew up, as did many of their parents before
them.

The reservation environment, its isolation from the rest of the
nation and the conditions of poverty create a feeling of
despair and hopelessness. These feelings are notendemic to a
child's personality; they are not genetic. They need to be
learned by living in a circumstance where one feels trapped,
not valued, a second-class citizen with no future.

A visit to the elementary student's dormitory at OCS-Pine
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Ridge School reveals children who laugh. play and who reach
out for adult contact and affection. The youngest want to sit
close to adults, to have stories read to them or to show the
adults the pictures they have made in class. They have an
overwhelming enthusiasm for life.

On the other hand, a visit to the high school wing and to the
dormitory there reveals the effects of the world the older
students see; an epidemic of alcoholism, unemployment,
government food handouts and the inevitable slide into the
reservation welfare system.

Still some few Oglala students do succeed. They go to Oglala
Lakota College or South Dakota State University. The
exceptional few may even go to Harvard or Stanford. Some
will join the military, others may obtain one of the few jobs
available on the Pine Ridge; but for the rest, the ones
weakened by poverty, cold, alcoholic parents and infrequent
meals, what of them? They need a hand, not a handout. The
Mobile Arts Education Program and the other projects of
Hecel Oyakapi provide that hand.
Back To The Top
Back To Introduction Page



WESTERN WIRELESS CORPORATION PROFILE

OVERVIEW

• Founded in 1994
• Headquartered in Bellevue, Washington
• 1999 revenues of $544 million (up from $63 million in 1994)
• Publicly traded on the NASDAQ ("WWCA")
• The Company operates two primary businesses: Rural Telecommunications Service; and

Western Wireless International

RURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE

Cellular Service Market
• The Company operates cellular systems in 19 western states and provides wireless local loop

service, including universal service, in several states.
• The Company holds FCC licenses to serve 103 cellular markets and served over 976,500

customers through 3rd quarter 2000 (see the attached map).
• The Company's cellular licenses cover over 85 Indian Reservations and Native American

communities.

Universal Service Market

• The Company has obtained designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier or ETC
for purposes of universal service support in 10 states.

• The Company is currently providing universal service in Minnesota and Kansas and will
soon launch universal service in several other states in which it has obtained ETC status.

• The Company has established relationships with several Indian Reservations to provide
wireless local loop telephone service, including universal service, on Reservations.

• The Company is actively participating in the establishment of a competitive universal service
system and was a member of the Rural Task Force assigned to make a recommendation on a
universal service support mechanism in areas served by rural telephone companies.

WESTERN WIRELESS INTERNATIONAL

• Western Wireless International owns or operates licenses in nine countries. The Company
began providing service in 1997 and is currently providing service in Croatia, Georgia,
Iceland, Ghana, Boliva, Cote d'Ivoire, and Haiti, with Ireland and Slovenia under
construction (see the attached map).
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INDIAN RESERVATIONS IN \\'ESTERN WIRELESS SERVICE AREAS

Arizona
Kaibab-Paiute
Havasupai
Hualapai

California
Bishop
Big Pine Rancheria
Fort Independence Reservation
Lone Pine

Colorado
Southern Ute

Nez Perce
Duck Valley (Also in Nevada)

Kansas
Iowa Tribe
Kickapoo
Pottawatomi

Minnesota
Red Lake Band
Upper Sioux
Lower Sioux
White Earth
Leech Lake

Montana
Flathead
Rocky Boy's
Fort Peck
Northern Cheyenne
Blackfeet
Fort Belknap
Crow Tribe

Nebraska
Santee Sioux
Winnebago Nebraska
Omaha



Nevada
Walker River
Goshute Paiute of Utah and Nevada
Elko
Battle Mountain
Winnemucca
Lovelock
Pyramid Lake
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony
Las Vegas Paiute
Yomba
Washo
Fallon
Duckwater
Odgers Ranch
Summit Lake
Fort McDermitt
Ely Colony
Te-Moka
Yerington

New Mexico
Mescalero Apache
Jicarilla Apache
Taos Pueblo
Picuris Pueblo

North Dakota
Fort Berthold
Devil's Lake Sioux
Lake Traverse
Turtle Mountain
Fort-Totten

Oklahoma
Kaw Nation
Ponca Tribe
Tonkawa Nation
Cheyenne - Arapaho
Caddo
Wichita
Apache
Comanche
Kiowa
Ft. Sill Apache
Chickasaw Nation



South Dakota
Cheyenne River Sioux
Crow Creek Sioux
Lower Brule
Oglala Sioux Tribe
Rosebud
Standing Rock
Yankton
Sisseton Wahpeton

Navajo Nation (also in Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado)
Paiute
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By Rea Howarth

"1 can't predict ho\\' fast \Ie L"UI !lIOI'e this
and I'm one of!1\'e ulll1ll1issioners." TnSLllJi told
A/Ill'nCall I/I{liall Repo,t .. But I kI,O\l' th.lt c\­

pr\'hod\ has ,UI interest In ha\lllCC tlllS donl'

sooner r<ltJwr tklll I.lter"
The nllmgs L'ant COllie 'I 1I101l1t'llt too

soon for Joe Hed Clolld. lllilitll's prowl'!
cooro!llator t(.r tlIt' O!!lal., Siou\ Trihe at

P!lI(' Rid!::(' Rescf'\atJoll III Sout], Dakota

TllPre. <In ~() percellt llllt'llIplO\lllt'llt ralt>

and the CI"tOlII of daus lJ\incc III slilall
!::roups ill oftell rt'll1o!t' I,anileb h,lI'/'

cOll1bined to h'er ahout h" pl'H'ellt of
reser\'atloll hOllseholds \\'Itllout haslc

t<>Jephone S('f'\we,
"\re\e becil Ii\lncc like \I'ere ill tilt'

3()s and ~()S," Rpd Cloud said III 'UI Illtt'r­

\W\\'. "\\'ithlTl a short perIod of linw,

\I'e're ccoing to leap into tilt' !lInl· 'YOs and.

in a if-\\' \'ears, \\'e'll he approachill!! the
;2]" Centun" The reservatloll \Iill still

b~ techno]o'gicalh- ochillo urhan an'a', II(,
predicts, "but at Ip'l.,t \I'P'" be COIlIIl1!! out
of th~ techJ]ological oark a!!es," He hc·
]je\es that if llnl\Crsal sPf'\ice subsi(!ies an­

d\ai.lahle, \\lreless COllllillJlllcatioILS prOlIl'

iw affordahle <lccess to \'OiL'!' phon!' ser­

\ice on remote p.irts of the reSPf'\'atioJ],

Pine Ridge. the secolld·largest reser­

\JUan WIthin the cO!ltJTIPnta) United
States IS Cllrrenth- sef'\'ed b\· three tradi­

tional \\lreline Sef'\lC~ imJ\lders. 'Of the three,

Golden \rest is the Idrgpst, prO\iding the trib!'

\11th its onh- Internet L"Onn~ction - ",hidl in

recent months has suff~red senlce interrup­

tions that the comparJ\ had not vet resoh-ed,

Red Cloud said,

The prospect ofcompeting f(Jr unIversal ser­

\lce dollars ha.s Golden \\'est management -

l'OTllpetJtlun through maJ..,ng 1l11l\ersal sef'\ice

sllh'Jdws .i\dilabk" to \\lreJess and sateJlit~ telt>·

COIllIlIIHlIl'atlons C.irners to .ichie\'e \lioer al­

ce,s to telephone Sef'\1Ce for people li\ing In

remott> sectlollS of Indian Countf'\,

FCC COJllnllSSloner Glona Tristani said that

slie expects final niles to be publish~d b\ late
sunJJner

,-\fter conducting field hearings and initiat­
mg h\'o ruJemakJ~g proposals,- the Federal
Cor11l11Ulllcdtions ComnusslOn FCC" in \\'ash­

ingtun DC I' serious about encouraging

':!"'!l' "'; :m' p,'op;" I IIll'! rel\ OIl nJlI- FCC CommiI,ioner Gloria Trirtani.
"" Ir, I.,rr. the c.dl tor Iwip

To [',,' tlIIll\C' III perspt>l'tl\e tlw L.S De·
",,,".1lJ('I11 oj COlli Il1erCI' rt>porkd Il't \'ear that

)Il' <)~ I'''Ht>nt 0: ",Ii t',s Illlll>l'llolos suh·

~'I!lt' t{ tt~]t':)h()nt' q""f\lCt', RUfJ.I Anll:'n<:aIJ

I!,dt.lil J" ,,,sehoIJ, r.il,i-: t.lr helo\\ tht> natIOnal

,j\ ,'r.i::" \\ltt, onh -:6 perl'ent hd\lIlg phon~s

III d""r llllJne' On too Tlldll\ reSef'\atlOTlS, tele-

'12;"l'nlwr rdte, !.iIl undt>r'5(1 perl'ent

F,,' ('\all'pit" trwn "n' tribd] ,cbools

"Ill \\:tl, L<I'''f)IIt"rs hut the\ haH'

t"" I"" kt'piJlll1f' 11'liP' tel he dhlt, to lInk
1;;; il,1 ·il(" I;.~('nlt<_ It:' tLelr \\inTl~ l~rd

,:, u' "lpr"nl,: ti,e ill::l, speeo

\ L;I'\' ~r,d(")LI:-"j(JlI'" lIlCt'.\;\df\ tor COJl-

l'.-tJl ..:. dhL\.llll' It>Jn-jlTl~ lTl ('Iils~roorns

( )c "" \\lr:IICC .md ('()filputns IIld\ he in
IlL'Ll Il1lt ti,e tedL,ller' dont kno\\' IH)\I'
~') lJ ... t' t.tWll: ()r nih;..!) C'O!lllllurlltlt"S £:f't

,'[i tlw ht>!!, dlld \I'hl'!le, tlut llpgraded

,\Jr('lllw telephone llhe' uptlc, .mo IlIgh
~!)[,t-"'d datd trdn~rllII"SJ(lIJ lJrw_' C~tIl pf()\iue.

i lilt "I!"cnher' ,nil t,lll' norbltdllt toll
L,lr~t"" for c~ill\' t() rIt';idn t{J\\1}".

Tilt' :11::::I"t prohl"'Ii or' .ill llll\\e\'er.
tli.tt :,ir Un) ill,un rt"'SPf\;JtIOll houst-­

'l(jltl ... dill;: ('q'll L,J'.t"' .J.l"<:t'" t(l d phone
, ' "i"", ti" In!('rrll': \11 lI\t'r Inolal,

{ ',Jllllt:""", tOll 111,iIl\ pt"oplt' aft' Chlll:.! ht'-
.tl!'t- \\ ;lt~~1 '()lllt"(HW liiJ." .1 lJt'J.rt dttack

T
RIB,-\L CO\ER~\IE~TS H,-\\'E

\\ <Irked hdrcl tel get theIr go\emmen­
Li! "ttlce, dtiU I"(,dl,d",o], mto the

Ird,"rn(' d::' hu: tmolllg tbe

ldlt'n: clrtC ~·It· !lJ[Jrw'. :(J OP\t"'iop tht- in­

'~,l'<:l;c'tl1rt I It'ct- ....... ,1r, ((I IJJdJ.-:t' tt"lt'l'onl­

Ltd\ciTll't~... \\(lr~ (or tllt'!!) is d
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Tlu!

;\ "

1111',111' 11;(11\ IILl.IJ ill'~

!'{,hlIJ''': nIl .1 l(·ttt':' trOl!i

.1 t n/,.d oil I(I.,!

F<'(' ,llIlId,1 tl'"Lll I

(lil>,,1 It'cHln' I<J l'II'1lr,

"tI,.lt I" l!l, II 1I1,.d I (nl't·'

,llid tilt' ('flltIIJJi'''1l111

l"llt' ,ldll("lI'lit 1IIIwII",'

t I {)II t I I lIlt' {' t. t lit, 1r rt'­

'Iltdlll' puhlit illkl"l',t

,ddl~;tti()II'.; ('()J1l'('nJllt-:,:

1J1II\t'r",;d \tT\ll'(' 1111111­

tll.11I 1,Ilill, .' \--n \ Illl,­

CI.,1, "wi
II) "'rlblll' !.:1·II('r;,)

1I1,llld~"I' III tllJ' <:111'\'
I'll TH' HI \ 1'1 Slllll\

TI,II'plllllli \lltlJlll"Il\

CHST ';lld '11111(' [llr,,)

t"I"pltlllll' prlllltl(,I"'

1t.1\ I' 11I,1l],. ("'CII"" /"l"

,
'-

53.8%

55,0%
10,0%
64.0%
35.0~o

42.3%

J!IOllt'\ (I~' JW::h \'1:;

TL.1t \\l\Il'~ ,u;'\\

l .\ l! 1' 1: !..., -\ I I ,: ~:

11l:,t ttl ~t'! t! I.i: ,:; J .. : i

\'{)t "llT":1:l':lr.,:\ ::

n1})lp.1I11t·' L.L' :r::'::':t ~'t l: ;'t"I':,~' 1'1. ('\

lll:.::pn)\ldl>r'\\]:()lll'i:',~l.tl·l.. :\,,,\1: ~'t'\l'~

it rt-':,er..ttlOIJ ;Jll~l'\ t'(l:d, '\\'~\' t(' \\\~'l

,eniL't' htT<1l1't' till''- l.L: ":,t:' ,:\ ~\'" ~\l \\1\:1

lOl',d cd!:lJ": .l:-l',i'

P.tll! ~LlIh/. dtrt'l': 1: I:: l(l!,'I: :;1 .i:.ll!I' .l'l,

f]lt'Jllht'r·,dllp !ll)" tLI \,tt~")j,,j: Tt,:t :)rd)\Jl t

npt'Lttl\t' \"lll:,I~J[)' ',l:t: :~I,,: .21 1 ,11 '\Tl \ ..

Il"Jl'lribt'~" '{'1"\t'/II\:i,,'. ((ll;:jr~"', 1_l1""': ,!),~,.

52
1)00

56372
701
100

1,300
45

1,500
6,000
1,600

529
1,185

450
1,400
4800

364

78,098

':.::(I\tTII111l'nt, 't'; !)\liilli.:.lrit' ;t}1 \\ ::', :', '• .­

cr:-- ,tlld till' rllLJ.! <"()~~!:),il:lt" II!~>~ :i,.~',:'( ~ <
]t':!i:--Lltllrt" t(1 dldrl~t ril\'~

-\ltIHl1L':lJ tltt' \,I:I\)lj,l~ T:'jll,I' T\';t'~il')I'

Illl,ltltl1I,\II:,IIIl"l '\IT\ .1 '.:1<"11' :il.l! " ;,.

't>llt' t'1\t' tri!l,tlh (l\\I.t'\! It';t,\"l',I,~,ll,~1"~',I~'1)1

("()lllP~lIlll':-.diJt" Jlllt LI\~;)\l"'{ '''::',dltl'l''': FTl ,t

til" tl.l \\lrt'll'" ;lnn H.!,"" ~il,d 11,(\\ ,'Tll1'II.'.: ITI:

d;.::r{'('lllt'IJr' \\lOt!1 ~nih" \'-rr \ ,Ilh! llilin Hi.

tlll11" Il~I\{;\\',C-TII,d till Ft'( it ... L.1IJ;\! :'Hi\'jl\

lIt'l1th ('ll!l"IJ!t \\ldl t:-iil,i111 ,H!l'~' !ll'tlllt' -":1".1:;1

il)''': I'~T( "'LI::I' tl1 ("(II'

1Lllllt" t J ul \\ 1,1 i 1\) '1 "

I) II' i 1 'l :'\ WI" t (' Illd'
;::/James on
reservation

~o homes
wlo phones

---- no;,
65.0~,

77.5~o

44.0S,

40.0%
50.0~,

no~o

70,0~,

68.0%
40.0%

652
45

900
1,500

123

54,873

:: homes
wlo phones

38
1,105

43,688
309

40
650
33

1.050
4,100

640

Reservation
populalian

120
10,000

228.010
3,300

975
8669

212
4500

32,100
7,200
3,442

18,995
1,800
4600
8,000
1,250

333,173

Land
(arres)

160,000
1,200,000

17,300.000
697.617

3.614
602,880

22
450.000
896.000
800.000
12U56

3.200,000
289.000
93700

140000
27.500

25982.289

{-'Illte-' tfjt-'<:OllllljUllll"~L[lOn" l"{):r;p.!Illt~' h~ :.:r.uJt­
11 1~ tilt' I; i ..;t~itll '.; ..t' e lJ c.::i bit" tt~ it 't'Oln nHllljl'~i.til111'"

l,lm!:',' ETC, OJ, nIrdl trib.l! 1.IIld, Tht'l"t>.t­

SOli 1" :'11l1pl\, If, .ill'! too t-'\P':'lhi\ t' t(l e\tt"Ill~

tr;JC1Jtln;l,J \\1 r::-,lllIt' .... e!\1l't~ to rt'I]j{H\ ,irt~~!' \\ltL

It'\\ 1i0Il,t>1,0Iu' -itlie to ..lfrlmllt

. SOIlIl~ .Irt~,IS ..lre nlst too IIlJ£:e to st'nt' \\it],

.I \\lft'IIlW tf.iJitlOll.i1 S\"Stt'IlI. .illd the '\.I\,lio

resen ..ltiOlllOlllP' to mmd .I, .I £:ood e\-illlpit-.··

FCC C"liill!i"'<lllt'rTnst.i11l told.4.IR '\\en'

."ll,,! ](l('~JI1': .IIld ~l~ki!l~ the qU('~tl()11 ;lhotlt

\\'llt,~t! It' r J, 11 11\ t"f'''i.1 "t' l\ice ~llrp{)rt o!" addi rion.d
"'1',"'" ':IIJ1dd ht' Llf£:e!t'd to t],t"f> ]'.ird-hl.

fe.wi',lrt·,I'. T!l,t.lI1l.1ddul III .idditHIII till'

FCC l' llJ!I'ldc>nn;.; ft'I.L\II1':: It- «mt'f 11t'1!.:l:t

ft':,tllctHllt' If)!' \\lrt'It"" Clrnt'r.' frotlJ ib Ulr­

rf>llt~tH l t(J{l~ IJIJllt. .uJd penllittin~stroll~cr ,ic:­
n~d~ i:. n:rd: .in',l'

DlInI)": (\\ {I ;It'~iriJl(':::,'' thdt tiw C:{)lllllli~,j(lI;

J,t~;d Iii I!llil,II'. (tllilitn I."t JClIluan alld \l.ll"dl.

TCl,t.1111 'did ,ill .lIld Ilt'r Tello\\ 11lll1l1ll'S1011f'1"'

l\clnltJl~ 'tll.it tilt')""t-' j, llot en(}ll~h ini()rJ11<ltioTl

fl]l~ 7!wrl dtl()];: ('llrrellt proc.:LllIJ'.; - LiJ'elillt·

"Ill: l.1l1'"" - I'. i'lt·l, L;1I1 rt,;dh Iit·lp pt'opit

11\',: (),JI\":'\' ,I :1,1(';)!I(llll Illl! :-.Lj\ nil 11In".

\\. \I t'l, '''. '::ll1ilQ't! ttl 11l',1!" th,lt Oli ,,"II('

RESERVATION TELEPHONE SERVICE

Canfed. Tribes of Gashute Res. (UT)
Crow Tribe (MT)

The Navajo Notion (NM!AZ/UT/COI
Ft. 8elknop Indian Community (MT)
Kickopoo Tribe (KSJ
Leech Lake 8and of Chippewa (MNJ
The Lovelock Paiute (NV)
Northern Cheyenne Tribe (MT)
Oglala Sioux Nalian (SO)
Red Lake 8and of Chippewa (MNI
Rocky 80y's Chippewa Cree (MT)
Rosebud SIOUX Tribe (SO)
Shoshane·Poiule (NY)
Three Affilialed Tribes (NO)
Turtle ML 8and of Chippewa (NO)
Winnebago Tribe (N8)

---' ,---- ,,-,-------

TOTALS
AVERAGE

,lrf

~ ( )

\ :

l,l'-::~"" :'",: ,lit L:t '1:II,ilt'C]

,- I!'I .. ':'-l~ ~il:- :)!l..t1J:t' l' d C()]llrll­

( _I:T~' .", d1J111'2 hll'lIit-''''

, l'F!':' ,J!!I''::' L,i\\ Ll~Lli~!Jtl~d thrh"

~'l, '-1 l,rJ';, 'i~"ll]'I,' ::I~--' j..~l'~ I)! te)t-

)-' i:,r ": r d;d~J ( }l11ltr, tIlt" rt';llott-­

il:i i: t, r:'dlil fl: ~llhd; L,lld'.; \\idJ

11 .... ( ,I~f ~'~'. ' : ()\ t ';' \\ -, tit' .tn'd.' di fjjCllJn
;;<.l:i\, t t(ll. ('Ji,l!':':t~.... t.IJc1 tLt

I.. I, \ I!

, I r ; ,; ~ 1, L' ,( ~ I : -, 1'. l

" \ ~

,II'

i,

~ ! ' ,

,'r:-1' : LllHJut j1IJtt'lltLl.l :-t'\t"'lll:t- iiJ,,'t',
:"ll: d ,!~ dfl\\lJ tcl1~, \\itL Coldeli \\'L"~: '

J"l· d ( l1ld "ud "TJJt-\\t" ilJ\ t""tt'J d ~rt'"dt dt'..ii
!11']i'"\ lli:fl ~)Jt" (()lill)illJlll'~ltl()rj'InrL.t'!nll­

T:,," ]ic/\t' d ][)t {)~'fdlf< r)l)tlll'.lh~, III Pill:­

h ll"':' cUIC; l.ir:':t'!- \ JlL',,:::e', ... rU1JJH.l (Jllr ~rii)J.l

,( i11j( ), ~lll(l (JIll' (:ollf'C!(, l'.lJnrll~t" :\trer

,kll''.: ,,( tiw !iI,',' (;oldf>ll pn>\ided. it \\,,, t'dS\

t~jd: [Lt" L~',:!: \pt"t"ll t'lid or' .... f>n;C't' W~i.;;'

,"'I :'(JlI'':Ll!llLt(,d tLt'!l1 (JlI tlJt'ir inltid-

1):;~ IJI;:- :~r()h~t'!JI I"'ll! tlw ilJ­

";1'1 ()'1:' :lrrH1H~~ :' '2:'-'ttllJ''': Pt'fl?]t- to

. Informotton pending tribol verification
(; ,I'f' r r J"":: I : I!, ~ I I .

"'t .,- I J' I'~: ,J : L.:)llI id! f I; II{ JIIJ~ p()()1
I';!!I' tl 'I nit 'lJ!)'.;(·nht,;,'.; (hIt-

'2i i,t~ ~III' F('( , n;](', I1111It till

'T], 111,~ I't ',l':\~ iIi l1JI!\t'f'.;'l.l '.;t'IYH't' 'llh"1-
f'\' 1'111',,= tIlt" i,l" J()\\l'r tLdJr tIlt, dt"tIJ;tl

'in I]) :ioll(il. ~'1 ... ,on itt" Pi ;'111'.11 ,(1'-

IlICh.11. 11'1 ",,111111" tlll'\ r("elil dllll i kllll\\

.th<Jllltlii prll'!:,II!I' '>lltlwrt'\\<Jlddh"tiwl,('"

tI!,lt ,I l(lf 'II 1)1'1 ,In dttll,dh III ,Irc'd'.; \\'/J('rt,

It, Ij()~ oi ljIH· ... tl{)li 0/ ~t·ttl1r~ ,j lllH" int(J till'

lJlllh1 Ill!t Jt, ,I fJIll,,,tH)IJ II lore of\\t> LtlJt l1et

d";11.<JIII ;'ll,JlI''''''I'l"dl,tp," tlJt""i,;"' -

LII (·i!,,, t'dll '.'1\ I' I llil IIp to ,I~ 1O.')t) dl'l<JlIllt

(Jt"t' \ (lllr !),t'll pi tOllt- 't'T'.l(T ill "(Jlllt' ilfl',J,,\ ot ttl('

J()I\' tf')epIHJIII' SIJ!lscfip­

tlllil rail" "TIlI' ('a\\

\Id\ Illlt \\'dS til \.1\ tklt IlIdl,lII' .In' I('n fllral

,'lit! dllll't \\;lIlt til k("('p lip Ilitil tn·IlIllllll!..,\.··

III, 1"p,'nl'1 ICt' \I,ml \ 1,1111 tI',lt t rili,d lIl( '1I1!wr,

\\;,Ult "cLt.",·· '.;l'l'"\·jCt''.;

"I'f'oplt· \\'dllt CI>IIII('("tl\lh. TIt('\'\ldlll l'alln

IJ) Tlw\ 11";1111 pd~III~. T)I('\ \I'dllt IIll>iJiJ<.
tl'1('plllllll' s('n"]('I'. Ills1 likl .111\ l'l>(h 1·lw.·· II('
'did ""'f' art- d \I>JlII~ pOPlllatllJlI Till' hl~-

\ \1 I I" \" I" 1)1 \" hU'1 lET. \I\HU I 200{,
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,

t'(}IJlp~llJ.\ ... ,,('\!'ll-\l',t1

1';1\ j"llk ]""IIIII'<'IIII'lit
tor 11,,1,t1I.1tl<lIl' tr;IIIS­
I.lli' II It 0 til<' l (II II 1',111 \
(1111, 1H'111:2\\dl1l1~tll~(l

1]1' 1" /")11(1 It-l't to .Idd
II11 ~(' r\ {,<J II (),! I (.... t ()

111,1111 lilli'S I"" 111,111 "
'jll.l]i,'] II Iii,' J II 1I1'" 111­
,LlIICT III III1Ikl'(I "t.

CII,lr!,',' \.1111 a ('llll­
,111111'] \\'itJ, ,I III\lIIl'
0111'. -lOll til .")1111 fl'd

frllJIl till' II"'IJ' c;ddt,

\L1\ t..!:0llll,! tf) ht·
C'llilr~C'c1 "'.OtIO t<l I\]'
11ll(lkl,d lip.

.. \\ I \\"111 h,!,l "lid I,,"l tIH']11 n'c!r,,\\ till'
\\!I"I" tIlIIl".· C11;lrh-c· n'C'icll(,d TII!'\ (olJlIlI
tI,,,t .. tlH' Icit l"'I](I\\"slI't tt-lIil]" III!' rj,!ltllwld
\\"II;lt \\<to,; ~()ilj(2 Oil· (~itiZ(,1l_"'· IIJ;llld!.!{'rs \\(,ft·

tlll'll "sk"d h\ tlH' trill(' 'to lo"k "t ,,!J,II \\·;l'

c.:"ill~ 01' .. CII"rlc(' s,lId "TIH'\ "poill~lI('d ;lIIlJ

c.:"\(' : til!' CIH'SIJlIIlT: " ]lllHltl,'s In',- scnxl'.··

,,1.."'>0(1 t,,~I')-:.I){)11 d,'p,'IIdlll': Oil ti" II'IIc.:t),

or' tht' t~\tt'lIsi()JI. II(' ..... lId
D,,'pit<- Ijl]ali(\lll: !Ill' Lil"lil'" "rill Llllh-ll\>

prO~LlIll'. ~dl(.·ll 111~11 t'(llllll'Ctltlll l'(l ... l, pl.KI

~nn'llJlt' plllllH' -":CJ\ll'\' ullt III rt'~Wli

Blit TIl'1I el,arli'l dirl'l'tor ot eOllllllllllJ('.'­

tillil' ,lIld Iltih!H'. ror til< \,1\,11" \,illllli I' tll'­
S.ltl,f,,'d \\lth tilt' ('01 IIP,lI 1\ 's 1"\1,1 01 .1"'\ IlT

. TIIt,\ ('.<1111,,1 pro\'lll" ,1I1\ 1]11"1'1111 ,Ill I'·,.
lit' told. \/1; "1'1",\ d" 1'I'II\id,' "11111 \\11',,11'"

('(ll!llllllllll'dtltlll ... clJlll

,1ft' ;tppr{)\ t'l] jllr

[Tt: hilt till'In one instance,

a consumer with

a home only 400

to 500 feet from

the main cable

was going to be

charged S3,OOO

to be hooked up.

"I [-

I I,ll:

IIpc.:r.ldl It' "j I
\ltT

-\lOd .'-Ilt'\ ('J .. (Jllt"\­

tor (II t'\t','1"11.11 ,111..11"'"

cdli {fln\,lr'.l]ll''':

\Lll t) II '..: ; [~

cl' I(I t 'I )1: 1t r!' 11 \ 'I,

llJ <.: TI, t I (111'~) .1/1\

.J... !) "p:..:r.ldt·d It .. ,(,]­

'"JCt' ... tp HI\ ",11\)(11"

III I t Iit' 1"1 '''t ),_ ,1 1 ]\ I], ; II: j

corpor"t]"'i 0' cooperatl\" Drilling ahole for a power pole.
rlJ(llJt- C(P~I~).iJj\ or ell I IIldl1"tn

pl.,,,': tll,11 '..111 I\"r~ \\ltL tlwll' to prt1\id" tht'

lor Clt]/<·II' 11I1<1 Ill'
FCC. ,It,ll till r:I I 1,·,1"1'.11
.tile! trlh,J,: rt"IJIJlft'-

IIWlIt-..: Illi n~jd-()i-\\ct\ IIJ.l~·d it dilliclJlt cllHl

('u"t/\ tiJ 1'\tt"]ld '['?I.-IU' ('\{'Jl ,jHJ!"t disLlIJt'(·\

SI,'\"'II' ,d." '''Iel tI"lt tlwit .Il1d \ ,II IdilliSi II ilt
rt.-'JlJlltt-' t'[1111plll(·tlt"itf'_-": an· "(,(lIIIIJJfI1J and dret­

11"lt]l'"lh IIICI'·,I'(·' till' ,mt III "'f\l((' Sp"­
1I,.J l(""tnletlll]1 dl,lr~cs til Ilook lip IJI""f\"d
Ilol],pll"ld. C"II C'OS( COIlSlllllt'f.' aJl\'\dlt'fl> Inlill

Tllf' \c1\clj(l \-,LtI(lIJ.•• ltll.ltlOII i1ll1stLlt", tltt'

CIL.lI"II':" i",ld,'r' t,ICl'
LitlZt'il' (:(nrI11111111Llti(lII' doiJl~ IHll.;ilW".-": a.....

\,(\,111\ Conr:IIIlllll.,t10]1'. "'f\'" "hollt 2·).111111
'lIh'cnh,'r. llli till \,1\;110 ""t!OIL "hol]t 2.)

p",rn'IH ot till' toLilIIl'II."llIlld •
l)t-,-,,:pltt· tlll·lll\\. -..:,dhl'rilwr Lltt''''' Citi/t'll'",

told till H(' tll,li .,11

"r It' cI'ldr,tI ,,111(,('
''\\-It("I)(,,, drt' dl~iL(1

pl'rJl1IttJ!I( "1111'crlh­

(' r" ,t' r\ i ("! ... ,tJ t'] I ,I'

[!:e<t 1"\1," I, l(,,~ CEST c!JJ.r[!:t-'
.q ).')0 (or hasil ''''f\ice in to\\llS
imd S1" In tLp cuuntf\. ,llld get..
l' niH'r,,,] S"f\ i('t" r'lJnd' to Iieip
offset co>!s

"LO\\er 111(OIl,t' pt'opl(C ,Irt' d,'­

]nandlng Link-up and LiteIlllt"
pro~rams' he said

\\'illiams ur[!:t'S tribal [!:O\em­

ments to educate themseh'es
about the pros and cons of \"lll­

ous 'lppro'lchh
"The\ need to realh b<Ct'Ome

aware ot till" Iw",d of people to
1J.1\ t' [Onneetl\ln and "hat that
IllE',tn..-:: r-or tlltun- ::;:eJleLttlOlll.; to

ha\f aC[E'«lhdin to the knowl­
edge bJ5e of the \\,(lrld." he em­

phaSIzed. "-\nd from that point.
tlre\ <llOlJld IIjO\P quickh to
adopt tnb,,1 phd'>'oplll and pol]­
c]es to "['J,]lre lb.". That cJ.n he
bou~llt tlt]OIl~i. te,!lljin~ ar­
r"J1[!:elllent' - I' orkiJl~ \\ltlt a

'I.t(j {lr('l::~" (111 ()nlt': tor t\\"O '"('elf.',

I ~1Ii)d nlcLe,lt]1I11 lit' q\·s. that the\
•','1 I Ilk,," tel ~I't tLen, :\ lilt of the

·ii.i' \\,1' ""L,IIt'd ]11 Illdiall
',I ' .. y-\ \\,1" I)ll: IIJ ~;Lf('1' dllnn£th~

ljf,(I, hllr,l~ :)!!(JIH' (,()Il~Pdll](,S need

'I"'" ","1r:· ,1:ld "\'''itl'hlIl~ Ldrdv".ife
T1:c\ cJ-..:() inn'! cledJl 11p \\irin~ brt:'ak5'
] I{'t\\ (-'1-'71 telt 'J1L(llw pI )!t-"_ ct LJbor in­

tenSI\ t' loh fI'<jllJnn[!: lot., (l bucket
r:-lIC'f.;, d1ld !CCIJilil'J<Hh

Till hllJli"li '\Ir c"n toleratt' J. lot
I'! hlurrllw" )](' p<llJlkd out. but
l' III ::J1Itl'r trallSI Illssion reqnlws dean
1.'.I'i' ,llld rt"lInpldkatiOlJ of tht' sig­
lI,d t" 1'[\ three Inilt's

TII(' solutioll (or data transmission
I', pnhlbl\ sdteliJte," he Sdld. "\\',,'re

:,"lle r" he pJ\'lIJg m the neighbor­
!"l()(l oj ':>2.000 a month for a satel­
litf' conm>etlOn \\ith 125 kb outhound
,lrll!S12 kb mbound That's ill the
1Il'I~hh()fhood of a T-] eireuJt which
nlflS dhout <;; 1.')00 to 83000 a

Illonth'
RobIdoux has notieed a bi~ mffer­

ene'e at sclwols alread\' on the net. "I
see a lot more enthusiasm. a lot more
\ihrance than before, and a Jot more

p"rtielpa!Jon in scienee fairs."

.. 'I access lS the hl~-

'c"" ',n,l,i"'1 hOIJ!lJ(joU\ said "\\'e
',,[\ ()\',-~ -tIl 'o;.IJ{)(}]" w}Jt'rp \\"f' can"t

:"l.dld kit',
'TJJl'rl ,J.:t"'OI!l( rt""en,ltlOnS lIi

""-; I,llld"II'I!l, J),l~Ot,l \\hert' \\T'\'e

THE BlJREAC Of I~DIA~

:\Hairs has been working to bring

the Internet and distance leamingto
its 187 schools and 30 tribalJyowned

colleges through a project calJed ,,"'c­
cess "ative :\merica.

.Tm1 Roubidoll.\. \\ith the BL-\ Of­
fiCt· of Inman Education Prop-ams.
malld[!:es the project out of the AJbu­

yu~rljlle offICe
"The charter san our goal is to pro­

\ld,- Internet access to the schools
and surrounding communities."
Rouhldoll'. sdld That means \'ear­
round access So far. IS] of the ]87
schools ha\e been cabled for local
dr<cd networks and 102 of the schools
La\ (' a '\\ldt- arf'a network" through
'i Ie Deoartl !lent of Interior's Internet

Getting on
the Net
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BEFORE THE TOHO:-';O O'ODHAM TRIBE BOUGHT OUT US WEST'S EX­
changes in 1987, there were only 390 telephone lines on the resen'ation. US \Vest

pro\ided eight-pam sef\ice and charged by the mile, recalls Chuck Wiese, general man­
ager of the Tohono O'odham Utilities Authority,

.. "One of our foremen was on standbv. His biiJ for dial tone was S125 a month for eight­
pam senicl'," Toda\', thE' trihal utilit:-'sen'es more than 3,500 telephone lines, with basic
sef\icf' pricpd at S1350.

The trihe added h\'o remote offices, connecting thf'lll h\ fiber optic lines and then built
out to all thl' llIajor \illages There are 70 \1l1ages \\1thin a -1,500 square mile territo!)',
roughh- tllt' size of Connecticut, Radio telephone sef\ice is available to the most remote
custompr.s

The cOJ1lpan\ also pro\ides a local Internet st'f\ice and high capacih' lines to the nation's
offices and schools, including T-I connections which support high quality interactive \ideo
links to distance learnmg sitt's,

"\\'e ha\'e not raised rates smct' we started the operation," he said, "We finance this
through the Universal Senice Fund, Ifi! weren't for the Universal Service Fund, we would

havt' a difficult time, You get your money (rom providing dial tone and you also charge
long distance prO'. idt'rs for mitch access."

''TImes are changing." Wiese commented, and "it takes a lot of mone~', We put in a new
switch, and it's going to cost us 81./ million. \Ve're also running fiber to Tucson to increase
our capacih for the foreseeable future and that will cost about $1,.5 million. There's a lot of
monev involved in engineering, archeolOgical and environmental site reviews."

One placf' to start looking for help is the Rural Utilities Senice, an agency of the U,S,
Department of Agriculture, RUS prO\ides low-interest loans to rural co-ops to promote
universal availability of telecommunications and information senices,

TilE" ~rib,· diso IUS be~n

. stepping l!J dnd forcIng :the
cJJTier; to \\orh\ith Link-up
and Lifelme applications." he
said

Because of the difficulh'!Tl
assunng satisfactof\ tell'­
phone sef\ice to its mem­
bers, the tribal go\'ernment
which o\'ersees ~ore than 17

million acres in three states.
IS considering a range of op­
tions. Charlee said. "\\'e'w
looked at mreless, fiber cop­
pn sdtellitl' - a \\'hole ar­
ra\, and Wl"rl' gOIn~ to ha\'1'
to interlink It all to~ether."

Charll'e said, "That's a \'ef\·.
\ef\' big order."

\\'estern \\'ireless, doing
bUSiness .IS Cellular One.
pro\1df's cell phone sf'f\ief'
to part but not all of the '\ .1­

\ aio '\ ation. Charlef' said,
.me! tlwn' ha\!" been prob-

lelll' "Hlght-oj-\\a'. I, Olle o!thE" biggest prob­
ielll' for I.Ultllr",: prp'pr..itlOI. ... Charlef' lloted
Ct,lilll.Jr UIW Pllt two t(}\\(~r, up illegalh and

'.\t" "Idci,· thPJII I"K'- tlWlll do\\,' .. lif' said
'To\\prs pO'E" d prohl"ll' - \\P don't want

.1 PICh('t I,'TIU' "flect \\·,.r(' tf\lllg to carnou­
ILtg, tlW1I1 to hie rid 11110 the 1ll0UlitaiTlS' Dia!
ton, tror:, c... llula" phoT"" st'r.ll'es located In
hord"t 111'."1' trC'!ljl~lltj., ,-\tcnds into re,ef\'d­
tl()TI Janc;..;. tw aJdt-'d TntJ.J.] l"()n~unJt>rs SOTlI{-'­

t:llil' h,l ... 1 ~,fIJ pdebge Ck,rke sald. onh to
Ill' 'I','",,] \\ltll d "IlII pl'Olll' bill for long-dis­
l.iIJ('(' n)dII!lIlt!, c11;lr~(·....

S(1\ ~lf("I~ntY I' <1 }111gC lSSllf- S01JI~ state~ as­

s,'r! smerelgnh O\er tli,' selection of eli·
£Jllle cJLrwrs Sef\lng Irl(han Countf\' others
,]lIllOt COlllphcJtlllg tilt' PICttJr(~ is U1P fact that
\\'11(,i",\ tl'leCll1I1111lIJIIC.I!IOll' hel\ e so far heI'n
n'glll.Jtcd h tilt' FC(' bt-callsP cUr.\a\ f' trans­
rrj]\'d()l1~ C~t1JJl{)t "-tor at ~t;.it{' or rf'~t'T'\'atjon

!)()llndarit~"

III '(JII", ld'C" !1("jllt>II(W' }jJ\e been au('­
tHllwd tor rcwnatl(JII "'f\l(,(' \\lthollt tnbaI
cc"'Pnt1l1('I't' ,-\er h('11Ig aWJrt' of it. Sarnuel
\ P"IIIIt>\ dlalrTliall oj til ... \t>z Perce Tribal
EW('Il:I\I' ConllllltIt'l', said In a It,tter to the
F< :CTrihps IlPpd not onh to be pro\ided with
IlrtorlllatlOll \\lwllll pro\ider rl'quests a !Jcense
trolll tilt' FCC hilt \\ltl..iIl opportunJh' to help
,k,p(' tlw FCC, rt>spoll'e to am request re­
ccllrdlllg St'r\lCP Oil th('lr TPser.'atJOns."

T,.II'('onITlJIIJII(dtlon, conlpa!lles that takf'
t1", t1(l"bl,. to edUCllP thellisekes about how
tnne' do husIlles>, stand a far better chance of
\\ orklJ1g out mutual!'. bt>llehClal arrangements,

C!J;"les \\' Blackwell, the Ch'lckasaw
\ lltlOI, , alllh.lssador to the l' nited States. has

been hired to pro\lde cultural consulting ser­
\ices to \\estern \\'Ireless, which does business
as CelJular One. The compam"s sef\ice area
co\ers 19 \ \'estf'nJ states, f'nculllpassing all or

part of 70 resef\'atiollS
The compam is lobb\lng the FCC to grant

ETC status to \\ire!ess carriers in areas Ulat are
unsef\'ed or under-sen'ed. If tllf';' ~et it. \\ire
une companies in those areas could be in real
trouble. because cellular companies can offer
\\ider local callmg areas than \\ireline compa­
nies

BlackweI! sent sun'e\' forms to the tribes
in \\'estern \\'ireless' sen'ice area to assess
the number of homes \\ithout phone sef\ice,
Se\'enteen tribes rf'sponded, The percent­
a~e of homes reported \\'ithout telephones
ranged from 10 percent for the Shoshone­
Pai~te in '\e\ada to 75 percent for the '\a­
\'alO '\ ation,

'\\'estern \ \'Irf'll'ss recenth' petitioned the
FCC for ETC status with the Crow Tribe in
~Iontana \\ith the tribe's assent. BlacJ.,\\'ell said
The Cro\\, \\ith a population of 10,000 on 1.:2
million acres, estimate that 6,'} percent of their
households are \\ithout phones, For the Cro\\'.
the question IS sllnph affordable access to ba­
SIC \'oice tplt'phorw Sef\lCe

\\'estem \\'Irelt'ss also is poised to work Ollt
a deal \\ltb tl,t' Pint' Ridge ReSef\'dtion, if it
can get ETC status. "I \~'as Impressed \\ith
\\'t>stem \\'lrele55 hecause the\' rea!Jzed the\

Do It Yourself?

""ere ~OIIIO:: Int() ,( llt'\\ ltl.t!"~t: .tIi\.: tilt" jl,I··

hired a cultur..1 (01,,"1:.(11: Hld\ ~\\<'I; I",
Red Cloud told AIR

"His fJther W·aS.1 p:l1lUp.ti .11 1111l' III "II! I'"~

cal eleme1ltdf\ school, Cklri"s II." ,l r,rstl,.llh:
knmdecig", of tIl(' prnhlt'lJ I' \\,' n' t n 1 IICC 1(1 ,,:',
mount The\ ('lUlitO lllld \\ tT,' (11IIII'I"kh
open to am' thoughts ollll<l\\' \\,' tlllll~ It (lIlc:i::
to work and an~ re'pectful of th,' \\.1\ \\<' ];\,

our li"es out hpf{' .

\\'estem \\'inc-Iess hJs prollll't'd tlrat it it r,'­
eei"" ETC statm \\ltll tni>.tl '"ppOr! ('all,
ori~natillg and f'lldlll~ \\ithill tit" n''''I'' .Itl(lll
would ht' t'\t'llIpt tnlllJ toll, .Il,t! ti(I'n' \\',lIJid
be ulllunited acct>s, to !oc.d calk

"That scttlcs til(' \CLSt hlill. 0: 111\ Prohlt-II,
Red Cloud said, \\itll baSI( pholJ" "'~l('(" n-,,­
dent, call rt'aeh tlwir d(ictm at th,· ],OSplt,tl III
Pine Ridgf' or sch('dlll(' lill llpp(}llltlllt'Jll .It .,
clinic. or gpt help III all elll<'rg('ll<'\

He recallt'd II n'('II( Ir.lcc"lh \\11('1(' II sllI.ill
fal1liln\'lL' ll\ing lllllll oldl'r trluler 11<1I11(' "TIII'\
h'ld l~llI out of 1l10lU'\ tm tlwir I'rnp.lll(- g.IS alld
\\'ere U,illg a \\'O(id '((1\'1' ill,id,' TIIt'\ h"d n(l
telephone sPf\'in' .. Thl'rl' wa, llllll(CldI'llt and
the trailer elllJght on fin' - .1Ild 11(1 onl' ('ould
call for help

"Three peoplt· dlt,d III till'! tlrl' aud till' ],011""
\\'as destrO\cJ," Rt'd (:Iond said "I ha\(' proJII'
iSf'd Ill\selt th.lt this i, till' Ltst \t'.,r that till'
will helppI'll TIll'n' \\ill lit' llO Ilion' lataljtll's
for lack of a phOl}{'."
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A Higher Calling
Joe RedCloud left the Pine
Ridge Sioux Reservation
for a corporate career, But

'.' then something brought
.~himback

~~"~l"""-.~..
~ December 4, 2000

(By Tim Kridel

i~S:~The digital divide is a chasm
• • ~that can't be measured in a

physical sense, but its
,presence is all too palpable,

.'. especially to those on the
wrong side of the gap. The
following pages highlight
some valiant efforts by three

remarkable individuals to bridge the net economy's great divide.

Oglala, S.D., is 1,600 miles from Sand Hill Road, 1,900 miles from
Route 128 and a lifetime from 277 Park Avenue, where Joe
RedCloud once had an office. After a decade on the East Coast
working for AT&T and Continental Grain, the sixth-generation
descendant of Edgar RedCloud, who went to Washington, D.C., to
fight for the tribe's land, returned in 1996 to the Pine Ridge Sioux
Reservation for what was supposed to have been a stopover on his
way to law school.

But RedCloud qUickly discovered that he couldn't ignore his roots or
his tribe's Impoverished living conditions, Housing and Urban
Development statistics rank Pine Ridge among the poorest counties
in the U.S. Unemployment on the reservation approaches 85%, and
families often eke by on just $9,000 a year. It's hardly a place you'd
expect to find a telecom success story in the making.

"In most of America, telecom is kind of like an appliance," RedCloud
says. "On our reservation, the telephone is almost a luxury."

One tribe member showed RedCloud bids he had received for phone
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service. "To run a wireline telephone to his house, they want $6.000
up front, although they would pay that back $15 a month ," RedCloud
says. "He said. 'Joe, I don't have that kind of money to layout for a
phone.' I said, 'You shouldn't have to,'''

Getting from "shouldn't" to "don't" proved difficult. Following a visit by
President Clinton, the tribe's president called RedCloud into his
office.

"Can you fix this telephone problem?" the tribe's president asked.

"Fix it?" RedCloud said. "No, but I can give you some ideas."

"Go out and do it."

"What do you want done?"

"I don't care. Just go out and fix it,"

"But I've never done this before."

"I trust you."

Without Foundation

In Pine Ridge, the cost of a new phone line depends on the type of
house and foundation. Much of the tribe ends up paying a higher bill
because many live in one of the dozens of new mobile homes
brought in to replace those lost when a tornado flattened much of
Oglala in 1999.

That storm became a turning point. "When the emergency people got
here, they couldn't communicate with anybody," RedCloud says.
"Western Wireless put up a temporary tower and never charged
anybody. I figured a company that did something like that is worth
looking into."

RedCloud had met earlier with a manager from Golden West
Telephone. one of three local phone companies serving Pine Ridge.
"They showed us all the infrastructure they'd built," RedCloud recalls.
"It was impressive. There's fiber to every major community inside the
reservation, and the communities were interconnected by fiber."

But RedCloud wanted something else: a commitment by Golden
West to make basic phone service available and affordable to more
of the tribe, many of whom live in isolated areas. "I asked Golden
West on three separate occasions to bring me a proposal for how to
address the problem," RedCloud says. "They never did,"

Meanwhile, President Clinton's visit prompted an FCC study into
Indian communications needs. Golden West claimed an 86%
penetration rate on the reservation. "I saw the report, and my eyes
almost fell out of my head," RedCloud says. "Anybody who lives on
the reservation knows that's one of the biggest acts of fiction,"

Tribal estimates put penetration closer to 22%. RedCloud thinks that
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Golden West arrived at 86% by dividing the number of homes on the
reservation by the total number of phone lines. "The vast majority of
those fines belong to schools, colleges, hospitals, government
offices," he says. "In my building alone, there's at least 10 lines."

Universal Frustration

Meanwhile, Gene DeJordy was facing his own frustration in Montana,
where Western Wireless was fighting to tap the universal service
fund. When RedCloud approached DeJordy, a Western Wireless vice
president, the carrier already had a tower on the southeast corner of
the Pine Ridge reservation. By adding one each at the remaining
corners, virtually every resident would have access to wireless
service.

Not bad, considering that the topography includes plains, woodlands,
hills, valleys and badlands. "If we can get wireless to work on this
reservation, it will work on any reservation," RedCloud says.

The true test comes this month, when the first residents plug their
wireline phones into laptop-sized units that link them to the wireless
network. For a $10 activation fee and $14.99 a month, subscribers in
Pine Ridge get unlimited service to anywhere on the reservation and
Rapid City. By comparison, Cricket Communications' flat-rate, local­
only wireless service, available in three Tennessee cities, is $29.95.

There's more: The service is a joint venture between Western
Wireless and the tribe, which means they can begin acting as a
reseller inside a year. Western Wireless also agreed that any
disputes would be settled by the tribe's court, not the South Dakota
Public Utilities Commission.

Even so, some tribal leaders wanted to own the network or at least
get a share of its revenues. That's a common request - and often a
deal-breaker. "What distinguished Joe from other people I've dealt
with is not only is he an advocate for his cause, he's also very
reasonable in understanding what it takes to do a deal," DeJordy
says. "Joe realized that although they want to own the system,
they're just not in the position to do that. Some communities and
reservations that we've talked to have said, 'We don't want to do
business with you unless we can own your system.' Well, then we're
not doing business."

And Western Wireless hasn't, at least until now. Pine Ridge is the
first community in South Dakota and one of only a handful in the
country where a Wireless carrier has nabbed the Holy Grail: true
competition to local providers.

Western Wireless has ample experience finding a business case in
serving areas with low population densities. lilt's easy to say, 'This
just doesn't work,''' DeJordy says. "You have to assume some risk.
You have to think outside the box. You have to think of ways to make
it work. If you do those three things, you'd probably find that you can
provide service where you thought you couldn't."

Early results are encouraging. "In less than one week, we have over
400 customers," DeJordy says. ""ve never seen anything like that.
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Even in densely populated areas, very seldom do you see
companies selling on average 75 to 100 accounts a day. Joe
obviously did something right here."

Page -+ of-+



ETC STATUS CHART
As of December 12, 2000

! State Rural Telco Non-Rural State USF Outstanding Issues
II Areas Telco Area Support

I California Not Granted Not Applicable Application for state VSF I

i
Applicable support to be filed I

I Colorado I Pending Pending Available to Application pending I
i

i
designated I

I

earners (

I Iowa i Granted I Granted No state USF at !

I this time I

t Kansas i Pending Granted I Yes Pending application in rural
, i teIco areas I

:\linnesota I Granted Granted . No state USF at
I I

j this time
:\lontana Application Application No state USF at Working with staff on possibly

dismissed by . dismissed by this time refiling application
W\VC WWC I

! :\ebraska Granted I Granted ; Yes
i :'\evada I Granted I Granted Yes I I
I :'\ew :'\Iexlco Pending I Pending . Available to Application pendingI ,
I I

designatedI
I carners

I :'\orth Dakota Denied: Granted I No state USF at On appeal, the Court
Court this time remanded the case back to

II
remanded PSC where the matter is
case to PSC currently pending

I Oklahoma I Granted I Granted Yes
i South Dakota Denied. Demed, No state USF at FCC issued declaratory ruling

state court state court this time that the basis for PUC denial
overturned overturned of ETC status was unlawful:
demal: PUC demal: PUC appeal of FCC order pending
appealed to appealed to in federal court; PUC appeal
state state pending at state supreme
supreme supreme court
court court

Texas Granted . Granted Yes
Utah Denied: I Granted I Yes

j appeal
Ii pending I

\\\,ommg Pending I Pending Available to Application pending at FCC
designated for federal universal support:

I
state PSC found that they did

I
carners I

not have jurisdiction to
!

I
consider WWC's ETC
application

Crow ! Pending Pendmg I No state USF at Application pending at FCC
Reservation i I i this time
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Western Wireless ETC SfafusH-3.200f

• ETC Designation in Rural and Non-Rural Telco Areas

III ETC Designation Non-Rural Telco Areas Only

o ETC Issues Pending at Federal and/or State Level

L~?tl Pending ETC Applications
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Testimony of Mikal Thomsen, President and COO, Western \Vireless
Federal-State Joint Conference on Advanced Services

Midwestern Regional Field Hearing
South Sioux City, Nebraska

April 19, 2000

Good afternoon. I appreciate the opportunity to address our distinguished

guests, including you, Chainnan Kennard, Sen. Kerrey, Commissioner

Sanford, as well as officials from Iowa and Nebraska. I remember a time,

not so long ago, when many felt that there would be no wireless services in

rural America. Indeed, the FCC did not even license the first rural markets

until seven years after the first metro areas received service. Today, it is

widely recognized that wireless holds a key to not only the deployment of

basic services to all Americans, but also to the future availability of

advanced services in rural America. Unfortunately for rural America,

advanced telecommunications services are available to only a sma]] segment

of that population. While advances in wireline technology will close the

digital divide with respect to some consumers, wireless technology is best

suited for, and in many cases is the only means of serving the

telecommunications needs of rural consumers.

Western \\lireless is committed to deploying advanced telecommunications

services in rural America. Our company is a rural telecommunications

service provider with state-of-the-art facilities in place throughout its 19-
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state, 800,000 square mile coverage area. We provide cellular service to

nearly 900,000 customers today. But basic cellular mobility service is only

a part of our story. Over five years ago, Western Wireless launched \vireless

local loop service in the Reese and Antelope Valleys of Nevada. where it is

the sole provider of basic telephone service. More recently we launched

service in Regent, North Dakota, where we are a competitive provider of

basic telephone service. Earlier this month we were designated as an

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier or ETC in Minnesota, and have

already started to offer service to communities in that state. Additionally,

Western Wireless has been working closely with several Native American

reservations to make affordable telephone service available to all tribal

residents and will soon launch wireless local loop service on those

reservations.

Western Wireless' trials and tribulations with respect to entering the

universal service market are well-documented and I will not discuss them

here today, but I will discuss how the designation of Western Wireless as an

ETC in Minnesota has led to the provisioning of competitive

telecommunications services in some of the most rural areas of the state and

\\'ill lead the availability of advanced telecommunications services.

3



The principal gating factor in making advanced services available to all

consumers in rural areas is the availability of network facilities capable of

supporting high-speed data services. Until recently, the focus of

policymakers was to provide financial support to only the incumbent local

exchange carrier with the hope that this carrier would provide all of the

services, both basic and advanced, that consumers want. It is clear, though,

that new and innovative services, including many advanced services, will

not naturally evolve in a non-competitive market, such as the local exchange

market we see in most rural areas. However, when competitive carriers

have entered these markets, new and advanced services have generally been

made available to consumers. We believe the message is clear.

Policymakers must take steps to encourage competitive carriers to enter rural

markets. This new competition will lead to reduced prices, better service,

and the availability of new and innovative services, including advanced

serVIces.

Now, I'd like to talk about what Western Wireless is specifically doing to

bring advanced services to rural America. Western Wireless has backed up

its advocacy for the establishment of competitive local telephone markets in

rural areas with the deployment of new, innovative and competitive services.

4



In Minnesota, Western Wireless has launched wireless local loop service in

21 rural communities in the first two weeks following their official ETC

designation. We will launch service in 12 more communities in April and

many more in the months that follow. In each of these markets, we have

launched a competitively priced service with a local calling area several

times larger than that currently offered by the incumbent LEC. For the first

time ever, these residents will enjoy the benefits of competition when

making their choice of basic telecommunications services. Designation as

an ETC and the resulting availability of universal service support \vill lead

directly to the construction of additional cell sites and transmission facilities.

This in tum, will enable Western Wireless to serve not only the basic

telephone needs of all consumers but will also allow Western Wireless to

serve the advanced telecommunications needs of consumers. Where today

rural consumers are lucky if they are able to gain access to the Internet at

speeds of 28.8 Kbps, Western Wireless' planned universal service offering

will support data rates of up to 156 Kbps in many markets by the end of next

year. As 3rd generation wireless technology becomes commercially

available, data rates of more than 1000 Kbps will be supported. As you can

see, the deployment of next generation cellular network infrastructure

throughout rural areas, made possible by universal service support, will

5



result in the availability of advanced telecommunications services to all

consumers and the fulfillment of the promises of the Telecommunications

Act of 1996.
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The Western Wireless Story

\Vestern Wireless' entry into the local telecommunications market reflects a building
block approach to the provisioning of advanced telecommunications services in rural
America. Today, Western Wireless provides cellular service throughout the more than
100 rural service areas and small metro areas licensed to the Company covering
approximately 25% of the landmass of continental US, but just over 3% of the
population. The Company has expanded its cellular service offerings to include \\'ireless
residential service (WRS) in rural areas by using its existing cellular network
infrastructure, including switching, high-bandwidth network facilities. cell sites, and
wireless local loops, to provide new and innovative local telephone services to

consumers, such as wireless local loop service. In a further expansion of its sen'ice
offerings in rural areas, Western Wireless has aggressively pursued entry into the
universal service market. The expansion of its network infrastructure in rural areas to
provide \VLL and universal sen!ice will enable Western Wireless to offer consumers
advanced telecommunications services, including high-speed data services, using 3rJ

generation cellular technology and possibly local multipoint distribution sen'ice
(LMDS).

Cellular Service Provider
• Rural cellular service provider in 19 western states, including Nebraska and Iowa
• State-of-the-art telecommunications infrastructure in rural areas
• Deployment of 2.5 generation and 3rd generation technology capable of delivering

advanced telecommunications sen,ices, including high-speed data sen'ices

Wireless Local Loop Provider
• Industry leader in the deployment of wireless local loop service in rural America
• Sole provider oflocal telephone sen'ice to the residents of Reese and Antelope

Valley, Nevada
• Competitive provider of local telephone service in Regent, North Dakota,

community with a population of approximately 268

Universal Service Provider
• Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) in Minnesota, North Dakota, and

Kansas
• ETC applications pending before I 1 state commissions and the FCC
• Planned launch of Universal Sen'ice in more than 100 markets by the end of 2000

with the first launch in Minnesota in April 2000
• ETC application pending before FCC for sen'ice to Indian reservation,

Ll\1DS Licensee

• LMDS licensee in 36 markets covering portions of Nebraska, North Dakota,
South Dakota. Montana. Minnesota, Idaho, Iowa, Wyoming, Texas and Colorado



WESTERN \\1RELESS CORPORATIONS
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE POLICY AGENDA

Expand Deplovment of Telecom Services to Native Americans

• Petition for Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") Status for
the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota:
The FCC should grant 'Western Wireless's petition for Pine Ridge.

• Petition for ETC Status for the Crow Reservation in Montana:
The FCC should grant Western 'Wireless's petition for the Crow Reservation,

• Reconsideration of FCC's Twelfth Report and Order on Universal
Service:
Expedite and simplify the process of designating eligible telecomm unications
carriers to serve tribal lands.

Facilitate Competitive Entrv in High-Cost and Rural Areas

• Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (issued with Twelfth Report
and Order on Universal Service):
Require state commissions to complete the process of designating ETCs
expeditiously (i.e., within six months).

• USTA v. FCC (D.C. Circuit appeal of FCC's ETC Declaratory Ruling):
Urge court to affirm that states may not deny ETC status to new entrants on
the grounds that they do not yet provide ubiquitous universal service.

• Petition for ETC Status for the State of Wyoming:
The public interest requires the FCC to designate Western Wireless as a
competitive ETC in rural telco areas, as well as other parts of Wyoming.

Reform the Universal Service Funding Svstem In Rural Areas

• Rural Task Force Recommendation on Rural Universal Service
Funding and related proceedings:
All universal service support must be competitively neutral, explicit, and
portable to competitive carriers. Also, to protect consumers across the nation
who ul,timately pay for universal service, funding should not grow by an
exceSSIve amount.


